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Filling pantries. Filling lives.



     
Houston Food Bank

3811 Eastex Freeway                                                                                                    September 1, 2009

Houston, TX  77026

713-223-3700

www.houstonfoodbank.org
 Houston Food Bank Receives Walmart Foundation Gift

The grant benefits the Houston Food Bank’s Retail Pick-Up program

HOUSTON …This $50,000 gift helps enable the Houston Food Bank (HFB) to support the Retail Pick-Up program. Retail Pick-Up program provides direct support to the Food Bank’s core function: large-scale distribution of food to area hunger-relief agencies that then provide aid to more than 80,000 low-income individuals in need each week. HFB Retail Pick-Up trucks collect product from area retailers (including Wal-Mart and Sam’s Club). This product is sorted at the Food Bank prior to making it available to member agencies. Certain food items (frozen meat especially) are taken to the Food Bank’s commercial kitchen at the Keegan Building where they are used by volunteers and staff to create meals for our Meal Prep (which supports the local Meals on Wheels program as well as a project providing meals to Veterans) and Kids Cafe programs. Funding will be used to help purchase a new vehicle to enhance program expansion. 
Currently the Retail Pick-Up program collects food from over 200 area stores. The long-term goal of the Retail Pick-Up program is to have agreements with all major markets/providers (grocery and supercenters primarily) in the service area and to establish a regular schedule to pick up product from all partner sites.
((((((((((((
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. (NYSE: WMT) and the Wal-Mart Foundation are proud to support charitable causes that are important to customers and associates in their own neighborhoods. Through its philanthropic programs and partnerships, the Wal-Mart Foundation supports initiatives focused on enhancing opportunities in education, job skills training, sustainability, and health. In 2008, Wal-Mart gave $378 million to communities across the United States up from $296 million in 2007. To learn more, visit www.walmartfoundation.org . 
The Houston Food Bank is filling pantries and filling lives.  Each week, more than 80,000 people can eat thanks to the network of 400 charities that receive fresh produce, meat and non-perishables from the Food Bank.  More than 46 million pounds of food travels from the Houston Food Bank to reach hungry people in 18 southeast Texas counties.  
