Talking Points

Please call your Representative in the House and ask them to co-sponsor the Weekends Without Hunger Act, H.R. 5012. During the call, you may want to mention:

· H.R. 5012 addresses a serious problem in America—the fact that low-income children do not have access to nutritious foods when they are not in school.
· The Houston Food Bank serves more than 400,000 children each year in our community.  The Food Bank has programs designed to feed children while they are out of school, but Federal programs are falling short of meeting these children’s needs on weekends and holidays.  
· The Senate Agriculture Committee approved their version of Child Nutrition Reauthorization at $4.5 billion over 10 years.  This falls far short of the $10 billion over 10 years proposed by President Obama.  
· As you already know, President Obama has committed to ending childhood hunger by 2015.  I stand with the Houston Food Bank in supporting this goal.  Therefore, I also support $1 billion per year for the next 10 years to be added to the Child Nutrition Reauthorization.
· Representatives Jim McGovern (D-MA) and Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) are currently circulating a letter to address this funding shortfall. Please sign on to this letter to ensure that the House funds Child Nutrition Reauthorization at $10 billion over 10 years.  
Find out who your Congressional Representative is and how to contact him/her here.  (link to http://www.fyi.legis.state.tx.us/) 
