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Filling pantries. Filling lives.
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For Immediate Release

September 16, 2010

Census: Increase in Poverty in Texas, Houston Food Bank Agencies Feeding Many More Hungry People
 

HOUSTON…New Census data released this morning revealed that 4,262,000 Texans (17.3%), including 1,774,000 children (25.6%), lived under the federal poverty line in 2009.  These new numbers represent a 1.4% rise in poverty statewide, and a 2.5% jump in child poverty over the previous year.

 

Data for each county will be released next week.  Last year, the average poverty rate in the 18 southeast Texas counties served by the Houston Food Bank was 15.5%.

 

The increase in poverty is fueling demand for ongoing food resources.  Food distributed to Houston Food Bank agencies increased 40% during fiscal year ‘09-’10, a strong indicator of rising need.

 

“Loss of jobs and lower wages mean more families and individuals need help keeping food on the table,” says Brian Greene, president of the Houston Food Bank.  “We must count even more on our donors, volunteers and other community partners to stand with us in alleviating the suffering caused by hunger.”

 

Most worrisome is the sharp rise in child poverty in Texas.  Research has shown that growing up in persistent poverty poses high risks to child health and development, particularly when children are faced with malnutrition.

 

Congress is considering legislation, known as the Child Nutrition Reauthorization Act, that would feed more hungry children.  The legislation would strengthen the nation’s most successful child nutrition programs, including school meals, summer meals and after-school snacks.  However, advocates are concerned that legislators may try to offset the cost of improvements by cutting other programs for the poor, notably SNAP (aka food stamps).

 

In 2009, the poverty line for a family of four in Texas was $22,050.  

 

For more information on Houston Food Bank, visit HoustonFoodBank.org or call 713-223-3700. 
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About the Houston Food Bank 

The Houston Food Bank is the largest source of food for hunger relief charities in 18 southeast Texas counties. A network of more than 400 food pantries, soup kitchens, senior centers and other agencies, feeding a total of 137,000 people each week, provides more than 60 million pounds of food and prepared meals annually. Fresh produce, meat and nonperishables are distributed from Herzstein Center, a 73,000 square-foot warehouse, and hot meals are prepared and distributed from Keegan Center, a 15,000 square-foot industrial kitchen. In 2011, the Food Bank’s warehouse operations will be moved to a much larger facility near the East Freeway and East Loop.  Additional community services range from nutrition education to assistance with food stamp applications and hands-on job training. Red Barrels offer a convenient way for grocery shoppers to donate nonperishables for their neighbors in need. The Houston Food Bank, founded in 1982, is a certified member of Feeding America, the nation’s food bank network. The organization plans to grow to an annual distribution of 120 million pounds of food by 2018. Visit HoustonFoodBank.org for more information.
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