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Filling pantries. Filling lives.



     
Houston Food Bank

3811 Eastex Freeway                                                                                                  September 28, 2009

Houston, TX  77026

713-223-3700

www.houstonfoodbank.org
 Houston Food Bank Receives Omron Foundation Gift

The grant benefits the Houston Food Bank’s Kids Cafe program

HOUSTON …This $20,000 gift helps enable the Houston Food Bank (HFB) to support the Kids Cafe program. Kids Cafe is a national initiative of Feeding America and has been managed locally by HFB since 2001. This program serves healthy meals to low-income children attending various Houston-area afterschool programs and teaches area youth the benefits of maintaining a healthy diet and incorporating exercise into daily activities. Each month more than 5,000 meals are distributed. Funding will be used to help HFB provide Kids Cafe participants with fresh low-fat milk, fresh fruit and/or vegetables, and 100% fruit juice as part of Kids Cafe meal service. 

The primary aim of incorporating an increased amount of these items into the Kids Cafe meal service is to enhance the nutritional profile of the meals provided (reduced amount of sodium and increased amounts of fiber and calcium) by providing a reliable source for fresh low-fat milk and increasing the participants’ consumption of fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Sampling of fruits / vegetables currently provided in Kids Cafe meals:

Fruit cocktail

Peaches (canned) 

Broccoli (frozen)

Applesauce

Pineapple (canned) 

Green beans (canned)

Potatoes (instant) 
Sweet Potatoes / Yams (canned)

Sampling of fresh fruits / vegetables to be provided in Kids Cafe meals (proposed):

Apples

Pears

Melons

Grapes

Kiwis

Carrots

Cucumbers
Potatoes
Jicama

Cauliflower

Cherry / grape tomatoes

The primary goal of the Kids Cafe program is to provide wholesome meals and nutrition education to children at-risk of hunger. Meals and supporting activities are intended to impact the children’s immediate and long-term lifestyle behaviors.

((((((((((((

Founded in 1989, the Omron Foundation (OFI) coordinates the charitable efforts of all Omron offices in the US and Canada to achieve the greatest positive social impact. OFI is funded by Omron's subsidiaries in North America, who contribute 0.1% of their sales, as well as money from Omron Management Center of America. OFI divides its charitable resources among organizations benefiting education, people with disabilities, cultural pursuits, the aged, and other social concerns such as disaster relief. Donations are disbursed in accordance with Omron’s Guiding Principles and Corporate Social Responsibility  goals regarding giving back to society.
Omron operates an Industrial Automation Service Center in addition to Oilfield and Marine offices in Houston.  Omron Electronics LLC is a leading manufacturer and provider of industrial automation products and solutions. Omron Oilfield & Marine is a leading provider of AC and DC drive systems and custom control systems for oil and gas and related industries. Both companies are Americas subsidiaries of Omron Corporation, a $7 billion global leading supplier of reliable, advanced electronics and control system components and services celebrating over 75 years of success. 

The Houston Food Bank is filling pantries and filling lives.  Each week, more than 80,000 people can eat thanks to the network of 400 charities that receive fresh produce, meat and non-perishables from the Food Bank.  More than 46 million pounds of food travels from the Houston Food Bank to reach hungry people in 18 southeast Texas counties. 
